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Fall from silo
28 October 2021

A grain farmer received serious injuries when he fell approximately 10 metres from the top of a silo. New
silos had been installed at the property and a witness report indicates that the farmer was releasing the lid
on the first silo when he attempted to jump to the second silo and fell.

Access ladder to top of silo Top of silo and access lid

Safety information

Incidents of falls when moving between two silos can be prevented by providing safe elevated
access between the silos, such as a fixed walkway with suitable guardrails or enclosure.
Alternately, the silos could be positioned far enough apart that jumping between them is not
possible.

& Never jump from one silo to another

This is a timely reminder that work on or around silos is dangerous. For more information on general
silo safety please visit https://www.safework.nsw.gov.au/your-industry/agriculture,-forestry-and-

fishing/farming/silo-safety.

The information contained in this publication is based on knowledge and understanding at the time of
writing and the findings are not yet confirmed. SafeWork NSW has commenced an investigation in
response to the incident to determine its cause and circumstances. No conclusions should be drawn
from the information in this publication about the cause of the incident or the culpability of any party.



https://www.safework.nsw.gov.au/your-industry/agriculture,-forestry-and-fishing/farming/silo-safety
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Statistics

Falls from silos, windmills, buildings and machinery during maintenance and harvest are
among the main causes of death and injury on farms. 30 people have died on Australian
farms in the last decade falling from heights. Don’t take chances, always be safe working at
heights.

More information

. Managing the risks of falls at workplaces — Code of Practice
. Silo safety — Falls from heights video — SafeWork NSW
. Silo safety self-assessment checklist - SafeWork NSW
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The information contained in this publication is based on knowledge and understanding at the time of
writing and the findings are not yet confirmed. SafeWork NSW has commenced an investigation in
response to the incident to determine its cause and circumstances. No conclusions should be drawn
from the information in this publication about the cause of the incident or the culpability of any party.



https://www.safework.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0018/50076/Managing-the-risk-of-falls-at-workplaces-COP.pdf
https://youtu.be/7HT4vmE5boM
https://www.safework.nsw.gov.au/resource-library/agriculture,-forestry-and-fishing-publications/farming-publications/silo-safety-self-assessment-checklist
https://www.safework.nsw.gov.au/compliance-and-prosecutions/incident-information-releases

