
Lower the exposure, lower the risk to your welders

To find out more, scan the QR code or visit  
safework.nsw.gov.au and search ‘welding fumes’

SafeWork NSW

Exposure to welding fumes can cause 
lung damage and lung cancer. Inhaling 
fumes has also been linked with kidney 
and bladder cancer, and ultraviolet 
(UV) radiation from welding can cause 
melanoma. 

Use multiple controls at the  
same time

Simultaneous controls include:

• �Substitution – minimise risk by 
substituting or replacing a hazard

• �Isolation – minimise risk by isolating  
or separating the hazard

• �Engineering controls – minimise risk 
using physical control measures

• �PPE – minimise risk with suitable personal 
protective equipment

• �Administrative controls – minimise risk by relying 
on human behaviour and supervision.

Protect your welders with:

a well-ventilated space.

tasks set up to avoid leaning over 
welding fumes.

a Powered Air Purifying Respirator 
(PAPR) helmet with the right filters.

Welding fumes can contain heavy metals, nitrogen oxides, ozone and carbon monoxide.
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Understand the risks

of welding fumes


