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SafeWork NSW

Protect yourself, protect your mates

Welding can be a hazardous job and inhaling welding fumes can cause serious
injury, and even be fatal. 3 simple things can keep you and your mates safe:

Work in a well-ventilated space

Your welding area should be ventilated -this can be a combination of on-torch
extraction, local exhaust and general exhaust ventilation. Natural dilution
ventilation is unreliable and should only be used for general comfort. It is not
an engineering control.

Smart set-up

Talk to your supervisor about setting up your tasks to avoid leaning over
welding fumes. You might need a stand or a jib to work at a suitable height.
Clean the parts to be welded or remove surface coatings prior to welding
and make sure your mates who aren’t welding, aren’t in your space.

Wear the right equipment

A Powered Air Purifying Respirator (PAPR) helmet provides the best protection.
PAPRs need to be fitted with filters to protect you from ozone gas and welding
fumes.
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To find out more, scan the QR code or visit NSW
safework.nsw.gov.au and search ‘welding fumes’ GOVERNMENT



