
Our High Impact Harms program is designed to 
identify high risk industries and activities, and provide 
tailored safety advice and assistance. 

One activity that can cause serious injuries and 
even death is the use of unguarded or inadequately 
guarded machinery.

The four main reasons why workers are being 
killed or injured while working with machinery are:

1. Being hit by moving object

2. Being trapped between stationary and
moving objects

3. Being trapped by moving machinery
or equipment

4. Being hit by falling objects

CONTINUING OUR COMMITMENT TO SAFETY

SafeWork NSW will be contacting employers 
who have machinery in their workplace to verify 
compliance with work health and safety obligations, 
as well as provide practical advice and assistance to 
improve safety standards.

HERE ARE SOME PRACTICAL TIPS TO HELP KEEP 
YOUR WORKERS SAFE

• Separate workers from moving parts by using
fixed guarding in areas where the need to enter is
not required.

• Separate workers from moving parts by using
perimeter fencing where the need to enter is
not required.

• Use access gate barrier doors that are protected
by electrical interlocks; actuator (key) type,
dedicated magnet type or an actuator (key) time
delay type.

• Use presence sensing devices such as Pressure
Sensing mats, Light curtains or Laser scanners.

• Ensure workers are consulted with and trained
in operational procedures for machinery and
isolation – lockout-tagout.

• Ensure there are equipment and systems in place
for locking-out/tagging-out of machinery.

FURTHER INFORMATION

Visit www.safework.nsw.gov.au or call us on 13 10 50.

SAFE GUARDING OF MACHINERY

MACHINE SAFETY 
STARTS WITH YOU.

SafeWork NSW is here to help improve safety for workers and businesses. 

www.safework.nsw.gov.au         Ph 13 10 50

For more information on your legal obligations, 
making a Safety Promise, the Mentor or Small 
Business Rebate Programs visit  
www.safework.nsw.gov.au or call 13 10 50.

SW09240 0619

NO MATTER WHAT YOU DO, 
SAFETY STARTS WITH YOU.
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