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REMOVAL OF UNSAFE EMERGENCY
ESCAPE BREATHING DEVICES FROM

VEHICLES AND WORKPLACES

This safety alert advises
workplaces and the transport
industry that the HFZY30 EEBD
self-rescue respirator does

not meet Australian Standard
‘AS/NZS 1716 Respiratory
protection devices’ requirements
and should be removed
immediately from all workplaces,
including from road transport
vehicles. There is a potential life-
threatening risk from use of the
equipment in an emergency.

Testing by the Mine Safety
Technology Centre of the
HFZY30 EEBD has established
that the device does not provide
sufficient breathable air to

be safe and users are at risk

of asphyxiation from carbon
dioxide after wearing the device
for more than a few minutes.

Specifically, the testing results
show that the devices:

1. Exceeded the accepted
breathing resistance limit
in less than 4 minutes of
operation

2. Exceeded the average carbon
dioxide limit of 1.5%

3. Exceeded the maximum
carbon dioxide limit of 3%.

Due to these failures, the devices
were not tested for their claimed
duration of 30 minutes.

Disclaimer

This publication may contain information about
the regulation and enforcement of work health
and safety in NSW. It may include some of your
obligations under some of the legislation that
SafeWork NSW administers. To ensure you
comply with your legal obligations you must
refer to the appropriate legislation.

Information on the latest laws can be checked
by visiting the NSW legislation website
www.legislation.nsw.gov.au

Other issues:

* The units are very difficult to
remove from their vacuum
seal in an emergency - often
the bag had to be cut with
scissors to remove them

* The rubber plugs that are on
either side of the chemical
canister often break when you
are trying to remove them and
so stay stuck in the canister
- they break where the string
pull attaches to them. This is
of particular concern in regard
to the plug that is inside the
breathing bag as a user would
be unaware of the failure and
would not be able to breathe
through the unit.

Action required

* Immediately remove all
HFZY30 EEBD units from
workplaces, including from
road vehicles.

* Instruct workers that the
HFZY30 EEBD is not to be
used, even in an emergency.

* Replace the HFZY30 EEBD
with an AS/NZS 1716 compliant
device as per the list of design
registered breathing apparatus
provided by the NSW
Resources Regulator http://

This publication does not represent a
comprehensive statement of the law as it
applies to particular problems or to individuals
or as a substitute for legal advice. You should
seek independent legal advice if you need
assistance on the application of the law to your
situation.

This material may be displayed, printed and
reproduced without amendment for personal,
in-house or non-commercial use.

SafeWork NSW and the NSW
Environment Protection Authority
consider devices on this list meet
the requirements of Table 12.2 of
the Australian Dangerous Goods
Code (ADG Code).

Notify SafeWork NSW of any

serious injury or dangerous
incident.

MORE
INFORMATION

Contact SafeWork NSW on

13 10 50 for workplace related
enquiries.

Contact NSW EPA on 1315 55

for transport related enquiries.
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